INTRODUCTION
Nowadays, bariatric surgery is of great clinical importance in Korea. The prevalence of morbid obesity has markedly increased from 2002 to 2013, especially in young adults in their thirties and forties.
Health insurance coverage for bariatric surgery in Japan
There are two types of public health insurance in Japan. 4 One is Social Insurance (or Employee's Health Insurance), which is used by individuals working for a company. The other is National Health
Insurance, which is used by those who are not covered by Social Insurance. With support from these two public health insurances, almost all residents in Japan receive a high level of medical services.
In 2016, laparoscopic sleeve gastrectomy (LSG) was the only bariatric surgery procedure that was financially supported by health insurance. Generally speaking for insurance coverage, any given medical treatment should be approved by the national council. In the case of an approved treatment, patients are supposed to pay 30% of the medical fees when they are treated. Newly developed medical technologies should be approved by the Advanced Medical Technology System in place in Japan in order to be covered by insurance. 5 In 2010, LSG was approved by Advanced Medical
Technology, and after that, LSG was listed as being covered by public health insurance in 2014, which contributed to the increased number of LSG surgeries in Japan. However, other bariatric surgery methods have not been approved nor covered by health insurance.
Bypass surgeries are not covered by public health insurance, but they can be performed in some private hospitals.
Even though the number of facilities performing bariatric surgery has increased, the accessibility was still not good enough in 2016 in there should be physicians with more than five years of experience with treatments for diabetes, hypertension and hyperlipidemia; and full-time employed anesthesiologists and registered dietitians are mandatory. Third, the patient selection criteria are also strict. The body mass index (BMI) of patients should be greater than or equal to 35 kg/m 2 with at least one obesity-related comorbidity and the patient should have had an at least six-month medical treatment that did not work. While the Japanese system may guarantee the quality of the surgery, it may also work as a barrier to the bariatric surgeries. In conclusion, LSG is the only procedure covered by the public health insurance, and both the facility approval and the patient selection system are very strict in Japan.
Healthcare system for bariatric surgery in Singapore
Singapore has an efficient healthcare system in which the government ensures affordability through a subsidy system and where Ministry of Health, they have the advantages of very fast appointments and investigations before surgery. Preoperative workups in private hospitals usually take a couple of days, and the waiting time for surgery is usually less than two weeks. The costs of bariatric surgeries at private hospitals are about three times higher than the costs at public hospitals.
Another main factor of the Singapore healthcare system is that it is a system of compulsory savings, and bariatric surgery can be sup- In short, bariatric surgery is supported by government subsidies and compulsory savings in public hospitals.
Private and public sectors of the healthcare system for bariatric surgery in Australia
The Australian health care system is composed of private and government sectors. 'Medicare' is administered by the federal government and is Australia's publicly funded (i.e., through taxes) uni- Table 1 , Figs. 1 and 2 show summaries of the characteristics of governmental social supports for bariatric surgery in three countries.
CONCLUSION
The patient criteria of bariatric surgery for public supports are somewhat different between each country (Fig. 1) . Whereas the main surgical methods in Singapore and Australia are SG, RYGB, and gastric banding, the coverage of insurance is limited to SG in Japan (Fig.   2 ). In addition, the surgical fees and equipment costs are not fully covered by public health insurance for performing sleeve gastrectomy, and the facility criteria and patient criteria are also somewhat strict in Japan. However, the development of bariatric surgery in Japan has been making steady progress within the public health insurance system. In Singapore, the waiting time for surgery in public hos- 
Japan

Sleeve gastrectomy
Singapore
Sleeve gastrectomy Roux-en Y gastric bypass Gastric banding
Australia
